. wmountable disappearance of
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tform, & niding, a water tank, a
glis Fargo office and a telegraph and
office, backed by three rough
ke bulldings; that i Detall item-
ecompletely.

¥ after nightiall the eteel rib-
of the SBanta Fa began to hum. A
Bt peerad susplciously round a
of the castern range, took
't of coutage to find the plain still
$ in peace, and trudged stolid-
toward Detall, the engine whose
it was pulling after it a string of

r cars, both flat and box.
© At Detall the traln paused. It
- wrew alighted and engaged In anl
©mmated argument, Detall gathered that
‘the excitemeni was due to the unac-
the c¢&-
; none seemed to have any ho-
a8 to how it could have broken
e yet mieslng It conspieuously

In the pauge that followed, while
zoport wae ‘glegraphed to headquar-
fors snd instructious returned to pro-
ooad without delay, one of the train-
men spled a boyish figure lurking in
dhe open door of an emply bex ear.
Cunningly boarding this ear from the
oppoite side, the tralntan caught
#he rkulkor vnpnwares and booted him
walngloriously Into the night

As the figuré plighted nnd took to
$ts hecls, losing Haelf In the darkness,
4t uttered a ory of pained
proteat
tonishment betwoeon Lh-:"..:l.lru ws of the
fralnnian.

surpriss and

"Sonnded ke s womaf's volce," he |

mused; then dismissgd
an obvionsly absurd.

It was not, . Iy ’ |

Shortly after the frelght train had |
gone on Its way—before, indeed, the
glimmer of s renr lighte had - been
Jost among the western hills—a sec-
ond headlight appeared in the east,
swept swiftly scross the plain and in
turn stopped at Detall

. The second bird-ofpassage proved
;h be a locomotive drawing a single

Hardly had it run pust the switch,
bowever, when the brakeman dropped
down, Tan quickly back to the switch
sad threw it opén.

Promptly the train backed on to the
widing.

Ag the Pullman jolted across the
#vogs the brakeman, interposing him-
self between it and the tender, re-
Jeased the coupling,

By the time that the Pullman had
gome to a full stop on the siding, the
Wpcomotlve was swinging westward
Hke a scared jackrabbit—though no
such milk-and-watery characterization |
of the traftor passed the lps of any
gne of the three men who presently
appeared on the Pullman's platform
aod shook impotent fists In the direc
glon taken by the fugltive englne

When the last of these had run teni
porarily out of breath and blasphemy |
A brief silence fell, punctusted D
groans from each, and concluded by
the sound of a volce calling from lh.{’
fnterior of the car—a volce as strange-
Iy sonorots of tone 48 It was curivusly
guerulous of accent.

The three men immeodiately ran back
into the car and presented themselvan
with countenances variously apolo:
getic, Lo one who occupied & corner of
the drawlog room: & man wrapped in
o steamer rug and a cloud of fury.

Now when he had dralned the
muddy fvoth of profanity from his tem-
per it léft & clear and effervoscent
well of virulent humor: the wrath of
the valsudinorian began to vest itself
apon the hapless heads of the trio who
stood hefore him

While this was In process, the
porson of boyish sppearance, who bad
boon keeping religiously aloof and in-
consplcuous In the background of De-
tall ever sinca that ushappy afnlr
with the tralnman, stole guietly up to
the rear of the stalled Pullman,
oiisnbed aboard, and creeplug down
tha aisle unceremonlously lnterrupted
the conference just ns the lnvalld was
potighing off & rude but honest opinion
of the Intellectual caliber of one of the
throo named Marropbat, who Agured
a8 hin righthand man and (amiliar
gonlus

“Awmen to thot!" the boyish person
elaculated with candid fervor, lowng:

gracelesaly In the doorway.
:“’l many & trus word spoken 1a
wrath, Mr. Marrophat, Father forgol
ouly one thing—your mausterly way
with & revolver. ¥From what I've seon
«f that, (bis day, i} go ball that the
ouly nafo place for a man you pull &

awa ab b -:’[_wu

the suggestion {

Theré's s ! |
. e way

which drew o Wfikle Of ‘ase’

L
.mu.

“Jadith!” eaxciaimed the lawvalld
“Where 414 you drop from?"

“From (bat frelght,” Judith ex-
plalned oarclessly, neglecting to elucl
date the exact fashion of bher drop. I
judgoed you'd bo mlong pre<emtly, and
thought I'd like to learn the news.
Well—what luck ™

Her father shrugged
movable shoulder. Mr.

with his one
Marrophat

grunted indignantly. The others shuf-

fled uneaslly and Jooked all ways but

one—at the girl in man’s clothing.
“None?” Judith interpreted, “You

don't mean to tell me that after 1 had

taken all that trouble—cast the eoa
bnose loose in the middle of that
trestle at the risk of my lifte—you
didon't have the nerve to go through
with the business!"

“We went through with it all right,”
replied Marrophat defensively; ‘“'but
as ususl, they were too qulck for us.
They jumped out and dropped off the
trestla before our engine hit the ci-
boose. We smashed that to kindling
wood—but they got away just ln time
to miss the crash. And by the time
we had stopped and calmed down the
engineer—well, it was dark and no
way of telling which way they had
run."

The girl started to speak, but merely
dropped Hmp hands at her sides and
rollel her eyes helplezealy.

“We do our best,” Marrophat ob-
served “We can't be blamed If
something — somehow — aiways hap-
pens to tlp the others off.,”

The girl swung to face him with
bluzing eyes. "Just what Joes that
mern 7Y she demanded in a dangerous
voles,

Marrophat
"Nothing—muel,”
only thinking bow
MY, Law can't L

hia shoulders.
allowed. "1 am
tranga It 1§ thal

caught by any sort

lifted

he

wtagem—wlicn you are on the job,

of st1
Allas Judith!™

The girl’'s handa were clenched Into
Aale, w th
the flesh. "You contemptibie puppy!
|

ia her volee talled: fo

ilte knuekles showlng 3111

ghe auapne
But on th
trivided past 3 person

arrophat to the d
ng  rox and

Rliranger.

rway of the draw
m found it framing

‘Excuse me, {riends,” he gffered in
a lazy, semb-humorous drawl, “1t pains
me conslderable & butt In on this
happy fumlly gathering, but business
is business, same as usual, and I got
to ast youall to please put up your
hands!"

“What do you want?" the jnvalid de-
manded.

“Why,” drawled the bandit, “nothing
in particular—oily your eash. Sheli
out, if you please—gents all and the
lady, too.” He ran an appreciative
glunce down the figurs which Judith's
disguise revealed rather than con
cealed. “If you'll pardon my takin
notice,” he amended. “Perbaps |
wouldn't if the lady’s clothes didn't fl
her so all-fired quick!™

“Keep a civil topgue in your head,
my man!” Judith counseled, without
any ghow, of fear,

At the same time her father's volos
brought her to her genses

“Judith! Be qulet. Let
with this gentleman, [ am sure i
can come to some arrmngement.”

“You bet your life,” ggreed the gon
tleman as the girl mutinously stepped
back. “I know what I'want, and you
nll know you got it: so the name ol
the sald arrangement I8 just ‘shell
out.’”

“One minute,” the invalld Inter
posed. “Don't misunderstand me: |
guarantes you shall ‘be amply wutis
fled. 1 glve you my word—the word
of Seneca Trine"

The eyes of the bandit widened
“No? Is that s0? Beneca Trine, the
rallroad king? Sure’'s you're bom
you're him: I've seen your plcture
in the papers a dozen Umes. Well,
now, it looks like I'd drawn a full
house to this pair of deuces, don't it?
You ought to be able to pay something
handsome—" _

“I'll pay you far more handsomely
than you dream of If You'll do as |
wish,” Trine Interrupted Guickly, "Do
me the service I wish—and mame
your price: whatever it is, you shall
bave Itl" i

“Nothing could be falrern that!”
the two-gun man adwmitted susplolous
l¥. “Put what's the number of this
here service—Illke you call It?

“Lidsten to me.” Trine bent his head
forward und jabbed the air with ao
emphatie forefinger. “What's the life
of # mun worth im this neck of the
woods 1"

“How mwuch you got?™

“I'l pay vou ten thousand dollars
for the life of the wan 1 will name.”

The eyes of the bandit asrrowed
‘Hold on, my friend: !s that what you
call my naming my owa price?™

“Name It, then,” sald Trine

“Olve we a thousand on socount,” sald
the other, "and a paper saylag you'll
pay me pinetesn thousand wore I ex-
ohange for it and one dead man, prop
erly ‘dontified as the one you want—
slgaed by you—and your waR's a8
goed s duad Wis miuvie, previdisg
n ridieg distance of Mhis bere

me deal

sl A
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CUTYINE wAYSE Rin Hand 8t N seors
wry. “MNinmy, find 2 thousand doflars
for thin gentleman, Make oul the
paper he Indleates for the balance,
and 10 sign "

“Aln't you powerfol trustful, Mr,
Trine! How do you know Il do any-
thing more'n pocket that thousand and
fade delicatoly awhy” f

“My daughter and this gentleman,
Mr. Marrophat, will accompany you,"

“Oh, that's the way of i, 1s

“Neme?": interjecind the ; '
writing busily with the top of s at-
tacha oase for a doak,

“Slade,” sald the bandit, “Jumes
Slade” Again Trine punctured the al-
mosphere with his index Anger. “The
man whose 1fe | want la mamed Alun
Law. ' He is running mway with my
daughter, Rore, nccompanied by s per
son pamed Barcus, disgulsed as & Puki-
man porter—" .
+“The thres of them having recest’
escaped from a train wreck up yonder
on the tremtle?™ Hopl Jim interposed.

“You'va mot them?" Judith demand-
ed, whirling round.

“About an hour ago, or maybe an
hour and & ball.” Fopl Jim replied, “n
good ways down (he road. They
stopped and sst where they could got
put up fer the night. 1 kindly directed
them on to Mesa, down In the Fulnted
hille yonder.*

CHAPTER XXXVI),
Fireplay.

Contonted with the promise of a
thousand dollars advance on his con
tract, providing he returned with
horses within & stipulated time, Mr,
Hopl James Sinde drifted quletly away
into the desert night.

Well content, persuaded that the
morrow's sun would never set upon a
world tenanted by one Alan Law, that
monomanlae, Sepeca Trine, forgot his
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| wnrvow wisireny, Judith et with
spirlt that mot evem Marrophat s
pected har revolver was poleed solely
with intent fo dhoot from his hand his
own revolver the instant he leveled
fl at & human target.

Closed and looked doors confronted
them; and thelr summons aduced no
tosponsd; While the frst door, when

ken li hy & wholesouled kick, din-
nothing more ewtisfactory
:- an amply roem, ite l'tu:-ﬂ
Iﬂ- : A woman's . but
that J
the side Toxas announced
thay the had net sacaped by
jusmping out, - - b} :

‘B0 It seemed (hat the thres myuai
hive hmd wartiing of their arrival,
after all; and presumably were now
herded togother In the adjoining room,
which ot aver (hs versnda
roaf, | in fedy nud] trembling
for (e asaull thal must sgon come —

in tact {mmedistely €id,

it met with mbre stubborn re-
eintances than had been anticipated.
The door had been barricnded from
within —re-enforced by furniture
pinoed ageinst it. Four minutea and
the united efforts of four men (includ-
ing the bleary loaler of the barrcom)
were required to overcome ite Inert re-
slatance. Bul even whon it was down,
the room was found to be as empty ns
the firat,

Only the fingera of two hands grip
ping the edge of the veranda roof
ghowed (he way the fugitives had
flown; and these vanished instantly as
the room was Invaded,

Followed a swlft rush of hoofs down
the dusty strest, and a choros of blas-
phemy In the hotel hallway: for Ju-
dith had headed the concerted rush
for the stalrcase and contrived to
bloek it for a full half minute by pro-
tending to stumble and twist her

recent ill temper and set himself diplo
matically to adjust the differences be-
tween his daughter, Judith, and hle
first Heutenant, Marrophat.

| for Judith;
| trusted fulthfully to serve out her vow
| of
| she had pledged herself to compass.

|
| Only when, as how, hall mad with

| rophat at her elbow
. | lance.

| summation;
| #on

It was no faclle task: Marrophat
could not be trusted to work with a
single mind becanse of his Infatuation |
Juidithh could no more be

to bring Alun Law to her father's féet,
alive or dead, because-—0 cruel irony
Fate!—she herself’ had fallen in
love with that same man whose death

determined to see Alan dead
n yield him to the woman |
sigter, might Judith be
counted upon to serva her father in
his lust {or vengeance as he would b
withouat Mar
to egg ler on
through her resentment of his survell-
Nolther could be trusted, in-
deed, 1o work alone to the deslred con- |
for Trine had secret reas
to fear lest Marrophat might, |
glven opportunity, connlve at Alun's |
escapo In order that hé might marry
Rose and so throw Judith back into
his, Marrophat's, arms.

Poor, deluded fool!

Sueh was the private comment of
Marrophat’s master.

For all that, It was the man and not
his daughter, whom Trine deslgnated
to Jead the expedition, ocunningly
counting on Judith’'s chagrin to work
upon her passions and excite her to
one Isst, mad, blind attempt that
should prove sutcesaful.

Smiling his secret smile, Trine an<
nounced his decision nt the last mo-
ment, while Hopl Jim waited with his

jenlousy
rather th

he loved, her

served—and oven so not

horses and an assistant—one Texas— |

for whose utter Innoecence of scruples
Mr. Slade unhesitstingly vouched.

Bullenly submissive, at least In out-
ward seeming, Judith bowed to this de
¢lslon, marched out of the car, and
suffered Marrophat to help her mount
ber horse.

Now, deliberately, as the little caval-
catle rode throtgh the moonlit desert

night, the girl maneuvered her horse
to the side of Hopl Jim, and then
dropped back, permitting Marrophat
to lead the way with Texas,

As dellberately she sot herself (o
work upon the bandit's susceptibility
to her charms.

Within an bovr she had him ready
to do anything to win her smile,

In that first rush of golden day -
thwart the land, the party came quiatly
into the town of Mesa, riding slowly ln
order that the noise of thelr approsch-
might not warn the fugitives, who
Hop! asserved confldently wo still
be sound aslesp in the acedmmoila-
tione offered by the town's oné bolsel

It was o be termed a town only in.
courtesy, this Mesa: o straggiiog
sireel of shacks, ramshackle relics of
what had once been a promising com-
munity, the half-way station betweepn
the rallroad and the minleg camps
secreted in the fastuesses of the Palat-
ed hills—camps now abandoned, thelr

ivory names almost faded out of the
memory of mankind.

Midway in this string of edifices the
hotel stood—a rough, unpiinted, woods
un edifice, mainly verands and bar
room as (0 1t2 lower foor,

Jealously Judith watched the win-
dows af the wsecond floor: und she
wlone of the four detoeoted the face that
showed for oneg brief lustant well back
fu the shadows beyond oue of the bed-
room wlindows—a face that glimmered
mowentarily with the pallor of a
ghost's agalnst the background of that
obacurity, and then was gone,

Her eyes alone, Indeed, could bave
recogoised the features of Alan Law
in that fugitive glimpus.

Two seatences exchanged betlween
Hopl Jim snd & Dblearsyed fallow
whom be roused from sodden slumbers
bobind the bar sealed thelr confidence
with coaviotion: the

ankla.
In spite of that alleged Injury, she

| nover limped, and wasn't & yard be-
| hind the

first who broke from lhe
hotel to the open, nor yvet apjireciably
behind him In vaulting tor paddle.

Well up the road 4 cloud of smoky
dust hall obwu of threo
who rode for thelr very lHvous.

The pursuit was off in & twinkling
and well butichod —Marrophnt's mount
londing by a nose, Judith second, Hopi
Jimy and Texas but Mitle In the rear,

ured the shapey

| And o the first rush they sesmed to

galn; moment by moment they drow
up on the figing cloud of dust.
Judith bhesnrd sn osth muttered be-
' rl
JUTKINE n

side hor and saw
it The weapaon

Narrophat
nolster.
level; hut s tha
i o ¢aromed

other, &

revolver lron
awepl up aud o a
ham
heavily againat th
half & dosen feet
the bullet hopelessaly.

The shock of colllslon*was Bo great
that Marrophat kept his seat with dif-
fleulty. He turned toward Judith s
face livid with rage.

Simultancously, as If taking the shot
as the signal for a fusillsde, Judith
gaw Alun lean back over hie horse's
rump and open fire,

An instant later his companion, Bar-
cus, imitated his exsmplo.

In immediate consequence, Texas
dropped reins, siumped forward over
the pommel, wabbled weakly in his
saddle for & moment, then losing the
stirrupe, pitched headlong to the
ground; while Hopl Jim's herse
stopped short, precipitating his rider
overhead, and dropped dead.

! 1 vy
meyr Tell, Judith

inglong it
and deflecting

aslde,

CHAPTER XXXVIII,

The Upper Trall.

In the ten minutes’ delay necessi-
tated by this reverse, 2 number of
more or less Ionocent . bystppders
picked up the man Texns and carried
him off to broathe his last beneath a
roof; Hopl Jim pleked hime=elf up,
brushed hls perscon tolerably clear of

clouds of dust and profanity, and des
parted in search of @ mount to replace
the horse thet had been eliot under
him; and Judith sut her horse calmly,
smiling sweet Insolence into the exae-
perated countenance of Murrophnt.

Incidentally the fugitives disap-
peared round a bend in the road that
led directly into the wild and barren
heart of the Painted hills,

In the brief interval that elapsed be-
fore his return with Hopl Jimi, Marro-
phat contrived to persuade the bandit
that Judith had been, at least indi
reotly, responsible for the catastrophe,
with the upshot that, temporarily
blinded to her fascinations by the glit-
ter of nineteen thousand dollars in the
near distance, Mr. Slade malntained
hie distanse and a deaf sur to her
blandishments, The oanly Information
as Lo thelr purposo that she was able
to extraot from elthér man, when the
pursuing party turned sside frem Lhe
maln trall, some distance from *"esn,
was that Hepl Jim knew n» short cut
through the range, via what he termed
the upper trail, by which they hoped
to he able to head the fugitives off be-
fore they could gain the desert on the
tar side of the hills,

Only ot long intervals did they draw
rein to permit Hopl Jim to fikke re
copnolsspnee of the lower trall that
threaded the valley on the far slde of
the ridge ;

Toward noon he returned In haste
from the lust of thess wurveys—
sorambling recklessly down the moun-
tain-side and throwing -himself upon
his horse with the advice:

"“We've beaded 'em-—can mske It
now It we ride llke all get-out!”

For balf an hour more they pushed
on al the best upesd L0 be obimined

i P
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Hin smile answered Marrophat’s
with unspeakable cruel signdficance.

“Texan will sleap better toulght
when he knows how I've squared the
deal for him!" the bandit deciared.

o4 re Yob going te doT Judith

What more can you ask!™

fiba surwered only with an Irrepress
fble gevture of horrer. Martophat's
Inugh followed her ms she turned away.

For some momants she strained har
vislon vwalnly, sndesvoring to pene
trata the torbulent currsnts of super
heated alr that Olled the valley. Then
she made out Indistinetly the falntly
marked line of the lower tmail; and
immediately she eaught a glimpse of
three small figures, mounted, toiling
painfully toward the point wheve death
awaltad them like s boit from the blue.

Hastlly she glanced overswhoulder:

boulder without budging It an inch,
for all its apparent nicety of polse, For
an Instant a wild hope Aashed through
her mind, but It was Immediately ex-
orcleed when Hopl Jim stepped back
and uttered a few words of which only
two—"dynamite” and “fuse"—reached
her ears,
Kneeling beside the boulder he dug
|bus1ly for an lnstant, then lodged the
stick to his satisfaction, attached the
fuge, and breaking off, edged on his
belly to the edge of the olff and
| looked down, carefully calenlating the
length of the fuse by the distance of
the party down below from the spot
where the rock must fall,
ut while e was eo engnged and
| Marrophat afded hlm, all eager luter
| est, Judith was taking advantage of
their disregard of her
Hurrledly unbuttoning her jncket,

ghe whipped a playing card from her
pocket, a trey o' bhearts, and with tha
stub of a pencil scribbled three words
on its face—"Danger! Go back!™
| Then Anding 2 small, flattigh bit of
rock, bound the card 1o it with
A bit of string; and wilh one “more
backward glance ahe
wius not walched tha
brink.

Hopl JI

i Wi

"
s he
o make sire
approfiched

8 meticulonsly shorten-

[ ] i [l

Ing the fuse, M.aarrophat koesling by
his wide,

In the canyen balow the thres were
within two of the danger
| point.

{ It was no trick at all to drop the
{htDI“_‘ g0 that it fell within a dozen
feet of the lending horseman.

S8he saw him rein In suddenly, dis-
mount, cast a look aloft, then dismount
and pick up the warning.

As the others jolned him, he de.
tached the card and showed it to them.

At the same time Hopl Jim and Mar
rophat jumped up and ran bagk, each
selzing and holding his horse by nose
and bridle.

Constrained to do likewise leat she
loss her mount, Judith walled with a
lightened heart

The explosion smote dull echoes
from the flanks of the Painted hills,
all drowsing In the moonday hush:
the boulder teetered reluctantly on the
brink, then disappeared -with a tear-
ing sound followed by a rush of earth
and gravel; a wide gap appeared in
the brink of the trail

Leaving Marrophat to hbld the two
frightened horses while the girl
poothed her own, the bandit rushed to
the edge, threw himself flat and awore
=blrl\-rl)'_ with an accent of grievance,
| a8 he rose.

1 Inutes

. % =

ly the fallure of thelr sttempt.

find Judith mounted, relnlog her horse
in between him and Marropbat, and
prepared to give emphasisa to what she
bad to say with an automatic pistol
that nestled snugly In her palm,

“One moment, Mr. Slade,” she sug-
gested evenly, “Just 8 moment belore
you break the sad news to Mr. Marro-
phat, I've something (o say thal needs
your attention—likawlse, your respect,
It Inthis: 1 am parting company with
you and Mr. Marrophat. ! am riding
on toward the west, by this trall, It
elther of you care to follow me'—the
sutomatic flashed omimously In the
sun glare—"it will be with full knowl.
edge of the consequeaces. Mr, Marro
phat will enlighten you i you have
any doubt of my abllity to take care of
mysalf in such affalrs ag this. If you
ara well advised, you will turn baok
and roport fatlure to my fsther.™

She nodded curdy end awung her
horse round.

“And what ghall 1 tell your fnth
from you? AMarrophat demand
sharply,

“What you please,” the givl replied,
fAashing an mpleh wmile over-ahoulder,
“Hut, sluce when I part compuny with
you, 1 part with him as well—{for all of
me, you may tell him t% go to the
devil!”

“Well" Mr. Marrophat admitted con-
! fdentially to My, Slade, “I'm damned!”

“And thal ain't all” Mr, Slade com-

out
bis own revalver: “You're belog
w00, 'l take those guas of your's,
friend, and what ¢lse you've gol shoul
you Lhat's of valuo, lngluding your hoss

. ‘.."'
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and not half sw ard to sarw!"
CHAPTER XXXIV,
Burat Fingers,
Once ahe bad lost toneh with

ther's oreatures, the girl drew
and went On more slowly and

-i. —
-
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awakenod har.  Bhe sat up, rubbed
eyes, yawned, stretched limba

with the hardship of elesping om Wi
yielding. sun-baked earth-—and of & !
sudden started up. surprised by _l-l.f;lui.
grating of footsteps on the earth bes

Hopl Jim and Marrophat, Ignoring her, | | Before she could turn, howaver, §
v.ere straloing themwelves against the | was caught and wrappod In the arme’

|

hind her. “14_. ‘s ,

i

of Hopl Jim.
She mustered all her strength and
wits and will for ona last struggle—
and in a freazied moment managed ‘f,“ A
break his bold a trifie, enough o ep-
able her to enatch at the pistol ! Ih‘
Ing from her belt and present it at higs
head. :

But it exploded harmlessly, spends

1

-

| Ing its bullet on the blue of the morts =

| Ing sky,

| blindly at the alr, staggered, reeled

|

From the canyon below s dull nolse |
of galloping hoots advertised too plain. |

And Hopl Jim turned back only to |

| the aky, for one who stood in

The bandit caught her mmi
in time, thrust it aside and subjectad
It to such eruel pressure and such saw
nge wrenchings that the pistol dropped |
from fingers nuMrbed with paln. {
all hint of mercy left hig .
the glare of rage. |
slirougih in turm
W in his hands
| hoer halplons,
her bhack was,
e kne while he
loop after loop of Rie

"

And now
eyes; rémainad onl
He put forth all hi
and Judith wy A4 ¢l
In half & mi
I afa much
breaking aoross
i.ll*i“lll her with
rawhide lariat,

Then, leaving Dber momentarily
supine on the grouod, Hopl Jim eaught
obbled her horse, and without
saddle It, lifted the gink
lo e placed ber thare, TSRS
upward, nnnds and fo!'l;'.
as they fell on elthier fauk of the puies
mal, with mora lox f that unbreaks "
rawhide, and deftly placing Dl
muster koot of the hitoh that bn'm'l"_..
this buman pack well boyond posliiaaEms
bility of her reach, 3

8he panted a praver (or merey, Mage®
laughod in her fuce, bent and kssed
her brutally, and stepped back laughs
ing 10 ndmire his handiwork . o

Thus he stood for an [nstant Bes
tween the horse and the edge of the

declivity, a falr mark, stark lp.ﬁ &
e 1',

ley below, holding his rifie with shger b,
fingers, walting for just such oppers |
tunity with the same impatience with ||
which be had walted for it ever sitios

the nolse of debris kicked over N

i
flthe pare

pnd o
troubling to

bock, and

catehing has

able

-
0

I
|
- '. 1‘"

N

edge by the struggling man _
woman bad drawn his attentien o !
what was golug on above. fi%: 1
Alan pressed the triggé® and U"
shot sounded olear in the "
stillness, Judith saw a look of y
grieved amasement cross the face of
Hopl Jim Slade. - -
Then he threw his hands out, clawed = |
against the horse's flank so heavily 1
that 1t shied In fright, and abruply '—"_'El '
shot frowm sight over the edge of the
bluff, : }

Cousloued

SCOL}
Cameras i

answer mosf Christmas

A

problems, Initiate
some one this year into
the pleasurable and
profitable pastime of + |
picture-taking. At §2t0 B
$55 there is an Ansco
for every purse, person
or purpose, We are
always glad to assist you
in your selection,

Gardner & Bowmer

ISCTHPORATED

Chraggist

Madisonville, Kentucky f

The Rose In Evreps
“A rose by uby other mam '
Buakeapenre. but 4 fas
note how very JMitle the uame var
among dfferept nations, ‘ !




